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February 5, 2021 

Dear MASD Families, 

 We have recently moved into the third marking period and are dealing with the effects of winter weather.  

We have received some calls and emails about having a weather-related closure this past Monday and questioning 

why we did not just have a virtual learning day.  There are many factors that go into making the decision to close the 

District – the sheer magnitude of the weather event, the impact of putting the staff at risk to come into work (just 

because the students may be learning virtually doesn’t mean that we don’t have some staff in our buildings), and the 

anticipated availability of staff and students to spend the day doing school work.  I think back fondly to when I had a 

snow day from school and the pure joy of playing in the snow with my siblings.  I spent the whole day outside 

building snow forts and snowmen, and sledding down a hill in the neighborhood.  Afterward, I would go inside to 

warm up with some hot chocolate.  The genuine elation of being a kid who has a snow day can be an experience to 

relish.  While the Covid-19 pandemic has allowed our District to be prepared to educate our students virtually and 

we have, it is likely that our students will see less traditional snow days in their future, but I believe getting out to 

play in the snow should not be a thing of the past. 

 At the turn of the semester, we solicited feedback from parents and staff about their perceptions of our 

operations this year in regard to school climate and our implementation of pandemic-related efforts.  We have 

collected simple survey data that will be used by the administrative team to (1) determine how we are doing, and (2) 

identify areas to explore for improvement.  This is not a formal or scientific survey attempt, but rather a quick 

snapshot of perceptions.  We feel it will give us some valuable feedback to work with.  I would like to thank all of 

the parents and staff members who submitted responses. 

COVID-19 – Due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic and guidance from the PA Department of 

Education, we ask all families to continue practicing social distancing, wear a mask or face covering and wash your 

hands frequently to help stop the spread of the virus.  The number of positive cases by school is continuously 

monitored and reported even for those students not currently in the buildings.  It is of utmost importance for parents 

and staff to contact school nurses with any updates for students, staff or anyone participating in extracurriculars who 

have tested positive or who are in quarantine, as the return to in-person instruction may be a school-by-school 

decision based on the number of cases.  The contact information for each of our school nurses is listed below. 

Mifflinburg Area High School   Mifflinburg Middle School 

Ms. Melanie Kerstetter    Ms. Emily Ewing 

570-966-8242     570-966-8292 

mkerstetter@mifflinburg.org   eewing@mifflinburg.org 

 

Mifflinburg Intermediate School   Mifflinburg Elementary School 

Ms. Lauren Phibbs    Ms. Caitlin Cresswell 

570-966-8276     570-966-8327 

lphibbs@mifflinburg.org   ccresswell@mifflinburg.org 

Athletics – All home events taking place in the Mifflinburg Intermediate School will be live-streamed on 

the Mifflinburg Athletics You Tube channel.  Please remember that no tickets for athletic events will be sold at the 

door.  All indoor facilities remain limited to 10% occupancy, and attendance at athletic events will be strictly by 

invitation only with a previously-issued ticket.   

   Building Updates – Please see a brief recap from each of our School Principals.   
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High School – Things have been progressing well at the High School in many ways, some which include 

new classes, new supports, and scheduling.  Students recently switched over to their second semester classes as we 

have passed the mid-year point and are settling into those electives or half credit courses nicely.  

In an effort to assist students as we adjusted the high school schedule, Math and Chemistry help has been 

added to the morning routine.  A rotation of two Math teachers, Mrs. Haines and Miss Confair, as well as a Science 

teacher, Mr. Wells, has been added to give assistance with Math related help and opportunities for making up labs in 

Chemistry.  There continues to be after school academic support in the library on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Thursdays. 

Scheduling for the 2021-2022 school year has begun.  Current Juniors have submitted their requests to the 

Guidance office, with Sophomores and Freshman to follow soon. Students will be meeting with their core subject 

teachers for recommendations and then selecting their electives based on their interests.  Eighth grade students will 

be selecting classes through assistance from High School Guidance Counselors and Mr. Shriver, the Middle School 

Guidance Counselor.  A town hall meeting will be held virtually on February 9th from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. as an 

informational piece for parents of incoming Freshmen. 

Overall, faculty and staff are working hard at adapting yearly events and activities to meet the needs of 

students in the best manner possible.  

 

Middle School – The Middle School team has been working diligently communicating with parents and 

keeping students engaged during the second marking period.  Grade level teams are available daily to conference 

with parents and students as needed.  

6th Grade Team      7:50 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 

7th Grade Team      9:15 a.m. to 9:55 a.m. 

8th Grade Team      12:35 p.m. to 1:20 p.m. 

Please call 570-966-8297, Mr. Steve Shriver our Guidance Counselor, and he will schedule the meeting and 

date. 

Students in the 8th grade will begin scheduling for High School courses on February 8th.  This will occur 

in their ELA classes and will include a live-streaming presentation by the High School counselors.  Mr. Shriver will 

be in the ELA classrooms to assist with the presentation and answer questions.  On the evening of February 9th, the 

High School Principal Mr. Strausburg and his Assistant Principal Mr. Magargle will be hosting a town hall meeting 

at 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for parents and students virtually.  During the town hall, students and parents can learn 

more about the High School course selection guide and all the electives they offer. 

In summary, the Middle School is experiencing great participation by our students.  We are also seeing a 

downward trend in quarantines, and this is directly related to how parents have worked with our safety protocols to 

reduce exposure.  As we continue to navigate Covid-19, the Middle School Administration and Staff wants to thank 

our parents, guardians, and students for the continual efforts to stay engaged.  It is with these efforts that has created 

the inspiration and light at the end of this journey through the pandemic.  All of these efforts have not gone 

unnoticed and are greatly appreciated.  Thank you from all of us at the Middle School! 

 

Intermediate School – The Intermediate School was excited to welcome our students back to in-person 

instruction on January 11th.  Our students made a smooth transition back to in-person instruction and were excited 

to be back in their classrooms learning.  Our School Wide Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) team 

along with classroom teachers carried out our mid-year review of our ROAR School Wide Expectations by 

reviewing the school’s expectations for behavior.   

Intermediate School students and staff planned for our Wednesday three-hour early dismissal days which 

started in January.  Teachers cover content in-person in the morning and then assign application practice for students 

to complete in the afternoon from home.  We want to stress the importance of completing the assigned work at home 

as it helps reinforce the skills taught earlier in the day.   

Intermediate School students completed the Winter 21 MAP assessments in ELA and Math towards the end 

of January.  Parents will receive a copy of the MAP Parent Report with Marking Period 2 report cards so they can 

review their child’s progress this school year.  I am very happy to report overall, we saw very nice growth in our 

students.  Winter Reading Benchmark Assessments were carried out on our students to screen for reading fluency 

and comprehension.  This data along with MAP data helps our teachers support students and meet their needs as 

learners.   

On January 18, 2021, our teachers participated in an Act 80 Day.  An Act 80 Day is a day when teachers 

receive professional development training and/or work as a team on school wide goals in Professional Learning 

Communities.   

The DARE program started the last week of January for our 5th grade students.  DARE will continue 

throughout the months of February and March.  The Intermediate School will be having a spirit dress week during 

the week of February 8th leading up to our COVID-safe Valentine’s Day exchange on February 12th.  We want to 



 

 

thank our HSA for coordinating with our café to provide a juice box and snack to every student on February 12th 

during our exchanges.  Yearbooks for the 20/21 school year are currently on sale.  Please see the Intermediate 

School’s website for information on purchasing a yearbook.   

Our 3rd grade students will be participating in the Design an Ad Project sponsored by The Standard Journal 

during the month of February.  After several weeks of planning, the Intermediate and Elementary Schools are 

excited to announce 2 Schools, 1 Book.  2 Schools, 1 Book is a fun engaging family activity supported by our Title 

One program that will encourage our families to read together.  We will be providing more clues about this project 

as we progress through the month of February leading up to the book reveal on February 24th and the book 

distribution on February 26th.  The Intermediate School thanks our parents and guardians for their continued 

partnership in their child’s education.  We look forward to a fun and educational Marking Period 3.            

 

Elementary School – The Elementary School was very proud of all that we have accomplished this year, 

despite all the changes that have occurred throughout the school year.  As we continue to navigate through the 

COVID-19 Pandemic, we ask for continued support in our building mitigation efforts in order to ensure the health 

and safety of all staff and students, and we appreciate all your help and support as we continue through this school 

year.   

Please remember that we will continue to hold recesses and gym classes outside as much as possible.  We 

understand the importance of fresh air, especially during this time.  It is imperative that students come to school 

fully prepared to be outside for recess and gym class which includes appropriate outdoor attire.   

Students will continue to be expected to bring their iPad/Chrome Book to school daily, and it will return 

home each night.  We continue to ask that you send the device to school with your child fully charged and ready to 

be used for daily instruction within the classroom. 

Throughout the month of February, you will be receiving information regarding our 2 Schools, 1 Book 

Family Engagement Activity.  On Wednesday, February 24th, we will reveal the book, and on Friday, February 

26th, all K-5 students will receive a copy of a “Mystery Book.”  This book will be sent home with all students along 

with a reading schedule.  We ask that all families read this book together and we will have follow-up activities here 

at school.  Please note that it is not the expectation that students be able to read this book independently, rather it is 

for families to read together.  We are very excited for this activity! 

 

Have a safe and great weekend! 

      Very truly yours, 

      Daniel R. Lichtel 

      DANIEL R. LICHTEL 

      Superintendent 
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